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T OP ASI AN DE S T I NA TI O N S FO R I N DI AN STU DE NT S  ·   #6  O F 6  

Study in Malaysia 

Eligibility · Cost · Language · Courses · Post-Study Work · Scholarships 

 

Best known for Affordability, cultural familiarity, English-taught programs, twinning/branch-
campus degrees 

Typical annual cost (tuition + 
living) 

₹6L – ₹14L/year including living costs — one of the most budget-friendly 
destinations on this list 

Language of instruction English (most degree programmes, especially at private and branch-campus 
universities); Bahasa Malaysia for some public-university courses 

Post-study work 

Graduate Pass — a 12-month Social Visit Pass letting graduates travel and 
work in permitted sectors without employer sponsorship; Indian nationals' 
eligibility has been granted on a case-by-case basis and is currently extended 
through end of 2026 — worth confirming before committing 

Flagship scholarships 
Malaysian International Scholarship (MIS) for PG/post-doctoral study; 
university-specific merit awards at Taylor's, Sunway, Monash Malaysia, and 
Nottingham Malaysia 

Eligibility 
• UG: Completion of Class XII (10+2) with a good academic record; most private and branch-campus 

universities set English proficiency at IELTS 5.5–6.5 or equivalent, though many waive this for students 
with an English-medium schooling background. 

• PG: A relevant Bachelor's degree with a reasonable CGPA; specific programmes (e.g., MBA) may ask for 
prior work experience or a management aptitude test. 

• Foundation/Diploma pathway programmes are widely used as a bridge into degree study, particularly 
for students who don't meet direct-entry requirements. 

Cost breakdown 
• Public university tuition: roughly RM 11,000–25,000/year for Bachelor's, RM 2,400–19,200/year for 

Master's (medicine runs far higher, up to RM 1,29,600/year). 

• Private university tuition: roughly RM 8,000–50,000/year for Bachelor's, RM 7,200–14,400/year for 
Master's, with branch campuses of UK/Australian universities (Monash, Nottingham, Heriot-Watt) at 
the higher end. 
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• Living costs average around RM 1,100/month; accommodation ranges from RM 300–1,200/month for 
a university dormitory to RM 400–3,300/month for a private rented flat, depending on city and 
whether it's shared. 

• All-in annual cost (tuition + living) commonly lands around ₹6L–14L/year — meaningfully cheaper than 
Singapore, Hong Kong, or Japan for comparable degree quality. 

Popular courses 
• Engineering, Computer Science & IT 

• Business, Finance & MBA programmes (including twinning degrees with UK/Australian partner 
universities) 

• Medicine, Pharmacy & allied health sciences 

• Hospitality & hotel management 

Post-study work 
• Graduate Pass: a 12-month Social Visit Pass that lets eligible bachelor's-or-higher graduates stay, 

travel, and work in permitted sectors without needing employer sponsorship to apply — a genuine 
structural advantage versus destinations that require a job offer first. 

• Eligibility currently runs to 23 higher-income nations automatically; Indian and Chinese nationals were 
added on a 'case-by-case' basis requiring a letter of good conduct from their institution or the Indian 
High Commission, and this extension is currently set to run through the end of 2026 — always verify 
current status before applying. 

• For longer-term work beyond the Graduate Pass, the standard route is an Employment Pass, generally 
requiring a job contract of 2+ years and a minimum monthly salary around RM 5,000, with the 
employer (not the graduate) filing the application. 

• A 2024 Ministry of Higher Education policy reform introduced streamlined 2-year work-visa conversion 
for graduates in priority sectors (technology, engineering, finance), reflecting Malaysia's broader push 
to retain international talent. 

Job options & career outlook 
• Malaysia's international-graduate job market is smaller and more nationals-first than Singapore or 

Hong Kong's — the government prioritises Malaysian citizens for most roles, so the realistic path for 
most Indian graduates is either the 1-year Graduate Pass window to build local experience, or 
returning to India/moving regionally with the Malaysian degree as a credential. 

• Sectors flagged as high-demand for 2026 graduates include digital technology, AI, renewable energy, 
and engineering — aligned with the government's stated priority sectors under the 2024 PSW reforms. 

• Branch campuses of UK/Australian universities (Monash Malaysia, Nottingham Malaysia, Heriot-Watt 
Malaysia) can also be a stepping stone toward transferring to the home campus for final years or post-
study work in the UK/Australia instead. 
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Accommodation 
• University dormitories are the cheapest option, roughly RM 300–1,200/month (utilities usually 

included), and the easiest way to meet other students quickly. 

• Private rented flats run roughly RM 400–3,300/month depending on city and whether shared — Kuala 
Lumpur and Penang run higher than smaller university towns like Bangi, Serdang, or Skudai. 

• Many universities operate their own shuttle buses connecting student housing to campus, which helps 
offset Malaysia's patchier public transit outside Kuala Lumpur. 

Social life & student community 
• Malaysia has one of the largest ethnic Indian-origin populations of any country outside India (around 

6.6% of the population), giving Indian students an unusually high degree of cultural and culinary 
familiarity from day one — Tamil, Punjabi, and Hindi are all commonly heard in parts of Kuala Lumpur. 

• English as a widely spoken second language (alongside Bahasa Malaysia and Mandarin) makes 
everyday social integration noticeably easier than in China, Japan, or South Korea. 

• Deepavali (Diwali) is a national public holiday in Malaysia, and established Hindu temples, Indian 
restaurants, and cultural associations are easy to find in most cities with a university presence. 

• Malaysia is generally regarded as a safe, low-cost, multicultural environment — a frequently cited 
reason families are comfortable with a first study-abroad experience here. 

Scholarships 
• Malaysian International Scholarship (MIS) — for postgraduate/post-doctoral study at Malaysian public 

or private universities, open to Indian applicants with strong academic and co-curricular records. 

• University-specific merit scholarships at Taylor's University, Sunway University, Monash Malaysia, and 
Nottingham Malaysia — many are automatically applied on admission for strong Class XII/A-Level/IB 
results. 

• Smaller named awards (e.g., MARA Scholarship Program, Manipal International Scholarship) exist but 
eligibility and availability vary by year — verify directly with the institution. 

Other relevant details 
• Malaysia hosts branch campuses of several UK and Australian universities, letting students earn a 

foreign-branded degree at a fraction of the home-country cost — a distinctive draw versus the other 
five destinations. 

• The government's post-study work stance is described by education-sector observers as a 'cautious' 
one that still favours citizens of high-income nations by default, so Indian applicants should treat the 
Graduate Pass's India eligibility as something to reconfirm each admissions cycle rather than a 
permanent guarantee. 
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Verify before you apply 

Visa and post-study work rules change often, and several changed more than once during the 2026 cycle. 
Tuition and living figures are indicative. Always confirm current terms with the official immigration source 
and the university before making a decision. 

 

Explore Malaysia. Discover your possibilities. 
Not sure if Malaysia is the right fit? Book a free counselling conversation with Aurevia. 
Call +91 88617 11101  ·  Email connect@aureviaconsultants.com 

 


